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Objectives for 1950 


Our General Assembly has a comprehensive program which ee 
for the support of every individual and congregation. In additic 

that program, including the successful conclusion of the Progra 
Progress, the editors of THE PRESBYTERIAN —— = 
emphasize the following objectives in 1950: ow 


1. Implementation of the far-reaching reorganization Rn ef-. &,. 
fected by the 1949 General Assembly. on 


2. Discussions across the church looking toward a list opin: 
objectives to challenge the church’s concentrated efforts = 
the conclusion of the Program of Progress. 


. A plan whereby presbyteries and congregations may be induced 
to use the best available counsel in locating and constructing 
church buildings. 


. Programs and policies to stimulate and assist the men of our 
church in coming to grips with some of the pressing issues 
now before us. 


. Enlistment of an increasing number of our ablest students in 
our church’s world missions enterprise. 


. Support of the International Christian University in Japan 
by our church in cooperation with the 12 denominations now 
committed to this objective. 


. A short-wave radio for each of our mission stations where per- 
mitted. 


. Definite steps toward more Christian practices toward Ameri- 
can minorities, including Negroes, Mexicans, Indians and 
Jews. 


. Greater recognition and support of student work by our church. 


. A program, comprehensive and inspiring, for the develop- 
ment of the town and country church. 


. An increasing number of opportunities of acquaintance and 
cooperation for Presbyterians, U. S. and U. S.A 


. A joint hymnbook sponsored by the Presbyterian churches 
of America. 


Each of these objectives will be discussed in coming weeks 


‘Lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes.”---Isa. 54:2. 











Letters to the Editors 





Church’s FC Representative Gives Position 





Dr. Alexander’s Explanation 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

My opposition to the filing of a writ of 
amicus curiae by the Federal Council or 
by any church body at any time is based 
on the following reasons (OUTLOOK, Oct. 
24, Dec. 5, 19, 26). 

In principle: 

1. The function of the court is to inter- 
pret the laws and not to make them. 

2. The approach of the church to the 
civil government should be to the legisla- 
tive branch. The right of “humble peti- 
tion” referred to in the Confession of 
Faith, Chapter XXXI, Section IV, in our 
democracy should be directed to the legis- 
lature where the laws are made. 

3. I have always upheld the right of our 
church and of the Federal Council to speak 
out on legislative matters that have a 
moral and spiritual implication. Not to do 
so would be to stultify ourselves. At 
times, however, secretaries and officers of 
the Federal Council have gone before 
legislative committees without proper au- 
thority and claimed to speak for “27,000,- 
000 church people of America.” Certain 
safeguards were thrown around the ap- 
pearances of representatives of the Council 
before legislative committees by two 
clarifying actions voted by the Federal 
Council at the instance of Dr. Richards 
and me. Under certain approved circum- 
stances a report can be made to such com- 
mittees giving the actions of the Council 
but not supporting specific legislative bills. 

In practice: 

1. The executive committee or the 
plenary body of the Federal Council does 
not have the information or the training 
to speak authoritatively on legal questions 
before our supreme court. The represen- 
tation on the executive committee is not 


sufficiently representative of American 
Protestantism to presume to speak for 
them. 


2. The executive committee meetings do 
not last over four or five hours. The 
agenda of church business is quite heavy. 
The bringing in of judicial questions is 
not in place and will lead us more and 
more from the specific tasks before us. 

For these reasons, in principal and in 
practice I oppose the Federal Council sub- 
mitting writs of amicus curiae to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States at any 
time. My vote on the general question of 
its appropriateness as procedure, and in 
particular cases that may arise, will be 
to disassociate our church from such ac- 
tion. 

JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 

Atlanta, Ga. 


e@EDITORS’ NOTE—Dr. Alexander is the 
other Presbyterian, US, representative on 
the Federal Council’s executive committee, 
in addition to Dr. Richards. Both were 
asked to comment on their dissociation 
from the amicus curiae action. Dr. 
Richards’ statement appeared Dec. 5. 


Town and Country Helps 
™O THE OUTLOOK: 

The Town and Country Church Depart- 
ment has recently received a large num- 
ber of copies of two volumes on the Rural 
Church: 

The Rural Church tn These Moving Times. 

119 Pages. 

This volume fs the report of the National 
Convocation on the Church in Town and 
Country, Des Moines, Iowa, November 12- 
14, 1946. It presents in summary the chief 
emphases of the nine addresses before the 
Convocation as a whole, and then gives 


the twenty Commission Reports. 
Cooperative Churches. Ralph Felton. 74 

Pages. 

This volume discusses church competi- 
tion briefly, and then presents various 
types of cooperation among churches, such 
as the Union Church, the Federated Church, 
Mutual Exchange of Parishes, the Yoked 
Field, the non-denominational church, the 
denominational community church, the 
allocated field, affiliated membership, and 
the enlarged parish. 

Both of these books may be obtained 
free of charge by pastors and leaders of 
town and country churches. 

Just write a card to 

JAMES M. CARR, Secretary, 
Town and Country Church 
Department. 
605 Henry Grady Building 
Atlanta, Georgia. 


Institute at Union Seminary for 
Town and Country Ministers 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The Town and Country Pastors’ Institute 
for the Union Seminary area will be held 
at Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond, Va, beginning on Monday night, 
January 30, and ending at lunch on Thurs- 
day, February 2. This is the first insti- 
tute for town and country pastors at 
Union Seminary since November of 1946. 

A splendid program has been planned. 
Among the evening lecturers will be Gov- 
ernor W. Kerr Scott, of North Carolina, 
and W. E. Price, Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 





Presbyterian, USA, Enterprise 
In Cairo Marks 25th Birthday 


Cairo (RNS)—The extension division 
of the American University, an insti- 
tution founded by Presbyterian mission- 
aries, celebrated its 25th birthday here. 

Egypt’s minister of education, Ash- 
mawy Pasha, speaking at a reception 
marking the occasion, praised the in- 
stitution for playing a large role in the 
nation’s social advancement. He said 
Egypt owed the university a “deep debt 
of gratitude.” 

The extension division undertakes 
special health programs in Egyptian vil- 
lages, provides educational movies for 
women and children, supplie. lecturers, 
and sponsors discussion forums. 

Sheikhs from the Moslem university 
of El-Azhar take part in these forums, 
discussing topics of religious, social and 
economic interest with students from 
other universities. 


Unique Plan Devised to 
Solve Preacher Shortage 


Garden City, Kan. (RNS)—Local 
Methodists have devised a unique plan 
to solve the preacher shortage problem. 

By establishing a scholarship fund 
they have been sending into the full- 
time ministry a preacher a year for 
several years. 

At present four local boys in high 
school and college have dedicated their 


IN THE NEWS 


There will be four periods each morn- 
ing: 

1. Bible Hour, led by Donald G. Miller. 

2. Present-Day Problems of the Rural 
Pastor, led by three pastors. 

3. Stewardship, Evangelism 
Education, by selected leaders. 

4. “How We Did It’—stories of recent 
projects in Town and Country Churches. 

The afternoons will be left free for 
library browsing, personal conferences, 
and recreation. 

Invitations to attend this institute have 
been mailed to a large number of town 
and country pastors in the Union Semi- 
nary area, and many have accepted. 

Limited space makes it impossible to 
offer entertainment for others than those 
accepted. If there are other pastors of 
town and country churches who have not 
yet received an invitation but who would 
like to attend, please write me. Of course, 
there are no limitations for those who 
make arrangements for their own living 
quarters while in Richmond. 


and Visual 


JAMES M. CARR, Secretary. 
Town and Country Church 
Department, 
605 Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta, Ga, 


Likes Courtenay Article 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

My thanks to Dr. Walter R. Courtenay 
for writing and to you for publishing his 
splendid statement entitled, “A Program 
for Catholics and Protestants.” The in- 
creasing number of such statements by 
leading Protestants should give heart to 
all. This one should be particularly com- 
mended for its combination of firmness 
and kindliness, of fact and exhortation. 

J. L. ZWINGLE 
President. 


Parksville, Mo. Park College, 





lives to Christian work. But the lay- 
men want to be sure they can go all 
the way through and be ordained. 

If the youths stay in a church voca- 
tion, the money need not be repaid. 
If they later change to another voca- 
tion, the grant is deemed a loan. 

One of the youths is in preacher- 
training at Evanston, Ill., and serving 
two small churches. Two boys away at 
college return here on Sundays to 
preach. One college senior is preparing 
to be a foreign missionary doctor. The 
Methodist church here plans to continue 
paying part of the expenses of each 
until he finishes his studies. 

Three young local Methodist men who 
received scholarships under the plan 
within recent years are now ordained 
clergymen. 

Church leaders say the plan has been 
successful because the church gives 
priority to its student schotarship fund. 
The first $125 in its offerings each 
month is set aside for this purpose, 
whether or not budget expenses are met. 
Individual gifts started the fund two 
years ago. Its proponents plan to in- 
vest at least $1,500 each year in life- 
service training and believe the youths 
will keep volunteering. 

Members of the church are convinced 
that if their plan could become wide- 
spread there would be enough ministers 
to man all pulpits in the U. S. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as_ second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 


the act of March 3, 1879. 


Richmond 19, Virginia. 


Telephone 2-9492. 


Published weekly on Monday at Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 
10c a copy. $4.00 a year. 


1 North Sixth Street, 
Foreign postage $1 extra 











OL 


Vol. 


W 


Ne 
way 
out t 
port 
Chur 
ation 
cal | 

TI 
the 
whic 
Prot 

A 
said 
woul 
wom 
integ 
deno 
also 
inter 

Af 
was 
Coun 

“7 
the 
tribu 
be v 

Th 


WwW 
prise 
a rec 
to th 
prefe 
the C 
East- 

Di 
shar] 
Evan 
sau, 
mino 
unific 

In 
Niem 
of G 
prese 
Fede 


Natic 
its w 
“botl 
ished 


Th 
cedec 
Germ 
fuen 
pond 

He 
Chan 
of pr 


ay 
his 


in- 


ca- 
Lid. 
ca- 


\er- 
ing 
r at 

to 
‘ing 
The 
nue 
ach 


who 
ylan 
ned 


een 
ives 
und. 
ach 
ose, 
met. 
two 
. in- 
life- 
uths 


nced 


vide- 
sters 


inde?’ 











The Oresbuterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 132. No. 2. January 9, 1950 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





Women Sign Ecumenical Register 


New York (RNS)—Plans are under 
way to have Protestant women through- 
out the United States indicate their sup- 
port of the new National Council of 
Churches and the world church cooper- 
ation movement by signing an Ecumeni- 
cal Register of Church Women. 

The project was launched here by 
the United Council of Church Women, 
which claims to represent 10,000,000 
Protestant women in this country. 

A spokesman for the United Council 
said the Register, when completed, 
would show the strength of church 
women and their desire to become an 
integral part of the new national inter- 
denominational organization. It will 
also indicate, she said, their general 
interest in world church cooperation. 

Affiliation with the National Council 
was voted in October by the United 
Council’s board of managers. 

“We want to give signed testimony,” 
the spokesman said, “that our con- 
tribution to the National Council will 
be valuable and far-reaching.” 


The Register will list names, ad- 


dresses, and denominations of church 
women who want to stand up and be 
counted. These names will be included 
in the official register when the United 
Council and six other denominational 
agencies merge to become the National 
Council at the end of this year. 

Names will be taken through state 
and local councils of church women and 
will be totalled at the United Council’s 
national biennial assembly in Cincin- 
nati, next November. This will be the 
United Council’s final meeting as a sepa- 
rate body before it joins the larger or- 
ganization. 


Women signing the register have been 
asked to give a dollar as a token of 
their interest. Mrs. B. W. Hamilton, 
chairman of the Registration Commit- 
tee, said the money will be used to 
bring about greater understanding and 
cooperation among women of various 
church groups. 


If enough dollars are raised, she said, 
the money will also be used for projects 
postponed because of lack of funds. 


Niemoeller Statement Surprises 
Says Unity Under Communists Would Be Better Than Present Spilt 


Wiesbaden, Germany (RNS)—Sur- 
prised Germans are still commenting on 
a recent statement by Martin Niemoeller 
to the effect that most Germans would 
prefer their country to be unified under 
the Communists than to have the present 
East-West split. 

Die Welt, British-licensed daily, 
sharply criticized the president of the 
Evangelical Church in Hessen and Nas- 
sau, asserting that ‘‘only a negligible 
minority” of the people would prefer 
unification under Communism. 

In his original statement, Pastor 
Niemoeller asserted that the ‘‘majority 
of Germans would not fight for the 
Preservation of the Western German 
Federation.” 

He said that unless the United 
Nations “‘takes over Germany,” restores 
its unity and ends the East-West feud, 


“both Germany and Europe are fin- 
ished.” 


Catholic Preponderance in Cabinet 

The German Protestant leader con- 
ceded that his opinions of the West 
German government might be in- 
fuenced by his concern over the “pre- 
ponderance of Catholics” in the cabinet. 

He said the number of Catholics in 
Chancellor Adenauer’s cabinet was out 
of proportion to the influence of Catho- 


lics in Western Germany. 

“With the establishment of the West- 
ern German Federation, begot in Rome 
and born in Washington,” he said, ‘“‘Ger- 
many has lost her former position as 
the strongest Protestant power on the 
continent, for the Federation is today 
a Catholic state.”’ 

Pastor Niemoeller charged that the 
ceding of ‘“‘Protestant territories east of 
the Oder River to a Catholic State 
(Poland), as well as the developments 
in Western Germany, have considerably 
weakened the position of German Prot- 
estantism.”’ 

This situation, he said, was one reason 
why he did not participate in the West- 
ern State elections. He said he felt that 
there should have been a vote to ascer- 
tain whether Germans regarded the 
establishment of a West Government as 
necessary. Such a referendum, he con- 
tended, would have had a negative re- 
sult. 


Difficulties Under Occupation 


Pastor Niemoeller stressed that he 
did not mean, in his original statement, 
to imply that the West had no idea to 
offer Germany, while Soviet Russia did. 

He said the democratic idea, however, 
could not become effective under occu- 
pation. 


Committee on Union 
Names Members of 


Five Sub-Committees 


Invitation to Presbyterian Bodies 
Will be Extended With USA Group 


Members of the General Assembly’s 
Committee on Cooperation and Union, 
at the recent meeting in Atlanta, were 
divided into sub-committees with defi- 
nite responsibility for the items given 
this committee under the reorganization 
voted last year. Five specific tasks were 
assigned to the committee; these, tu- 
gether with committeemen responsible 
for them, are as follows: 

American Bible Society: J. R. Mc- 
Cain, D. T. Moore, L. L. McCutchen. 

World Council of Churches: E. T. 
Wellford, Albert J. Kissling, G. T. Gil- 
lespie. 

Federal Council of Churches: 
L. King, 
Gideon. 

Alliance of Reformed Churches: R. W. 
Cousar, Alexander Henry, Judge P. F. 
Henderson. 

Reformation Day: T. K. Young, 
W. W. Glass, James R. Blackwood. 

In addition, Dunbar H. Ogden, the 
committee chairman, Charles L. King, 
vice-chairman, and Frank H. Caldwell, 
secretary, will nominate to the modera- 
tor of the General Assembly fraternal 
delegates to the Presbyterian, USA, and 
United Presbyterian Assemblies, and to 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
General Synod; two visitors to the USA 
Assembly will also be named, one of 
whom will be suggested as the fraternal 
delegate. 


Chas. 
John A. Redhead, G. W. 


Invitation to Union 


In its meeting the committee approved 
an invitation to be issued jointly by 
the USA and US churches to uther Pres- 
byterian and Reformed bodies to unite 
with them in an effort to bring into one 
body all members of the Presbyterian 
family in the U. S. A. Such a move was 
approved by the 1949 General Assembly. 
As originally presented it. formed a part 
of the report of the minority opposing 
US-USA reunion. 

A special committee was named to 
confer with a committee of the USA 
church, if one is appointed, to explore 
the desirability and feasibility of pro- 
ducing a hymnal to serve both churches. 

It was reported to the committee that 
acquaintance and cooperation between 
the US and USA churches is being 
greatly increased in synods, presbyteries 
and in communities. 








Leader Invites Catholics 
To Join Baptist Church 


Dallas, Tex. (RNS)—C. Oscan John- 
son of St. Louis, Mo., president of the 
Baptist World Alliance, has invited 
Roman Catholics to become “free fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ and our way of 
believing.” 

He issued the invitation here in reply 
to the Christmas message of Pope Pius 
XII which urged non-Catholics to return 
to the Roman Catholic Church. 

‘“‘We are not accepting his invitation 
to come back,” Dr. Johnson told 4,000 


delegates at the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention Sunday school conference. ‘‘We 
invite all others to read the Bible and 
become free followers of Jesus Christ.”’ 

He did not mention Catholics or the 
Pope directly in his address to the Sun- 
day school conference, but did so in an 
interview that followed. 

Baptists could not ‘‘come back to the 
Catholic Church because we were never 
a part of them,” he said. 

He explained that Baptists date their 
origin to Bible times and that some 
maintain John, a forerunner of Jesus, 
was the original Baptist. Technically, he 


THE MODERATORS SPEAK 





The Frontiers Still Beckon 


By CLIFFORD E. BARBOUR* 


URING THE last two weeks my 
itineration has been in Oklahoma 
and Texas. When the West was 

old, it was wild. Life was hard and 
harsh—often perilous. It was rough 
and rugged. There was little place for 
refinement, nor for organized religion. 
The West of today is a new West. The 
cities, Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Dallas and 
Houston, are among the most modern 
in the world. 

Yet the new West gives great evi- 
dence of having kept the spirit of the 
pioneers. The people are not contented 
with things as they are. They are not 
willing to rest on the noble record of 
the bold men and the brave women 
who endured the hardships and made 
the sacrifices that unlocked the fabulous 
resources of this great area. The plans 
for the future give promise of still 
greater glories to be achieved, still finer 
goals to be won. The statues of Sam 
Houston at Houston and of the Pioneer 
Woman at Ponca City both face the 
West! 

The life of our churches in these great 
synods reflects the same spirit. Pastors 
and people are looking forward. With 
imagination and enthusiasm they are 
projecting programs and channeling 
efforts to give Christ a greater place 
in the hearts of the people and in the 
life of their communities. May God bless 
them with abundant success! 

The statue of the Pioneer Woman at 
Ponca City captured my interest in 
much the same way that the picture of 
Mona Lisa had some few years before. 
In each case, a photograph misses the 
dramatic appeal of the original. I circled 
the statue, slowly, twice. Its appeal is 
magnetic. I was inspired by it. The 
sculptor caught the spirit of woman in 
the settling of the West, at her noblest. 
The woman is walking with firm stride, 


*Moderator of the Prespyterian, USA, 
General Assembly; minister of Second 
church, Knoxville, Tenn. Dr. Barbour 
wrote this report for Monday Morning, 
published for USA ministers, where it 
first appeared. 
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BARBOUR: 
we easily lose them. 


Enjoying hard-won gains, 


her young son grasping her left hand, 
her Bible in her right. Her head is 
high, her shoulders straight. She is 
looking with confident hope and com- 
pletely free from fear, toward the place 
where she knows——and you know— she 
will establish a home and bring her 
family up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. 

We need to recapture that spirit all 
across Our country. It is so easy to rest 
on our laurels—or the laurels of those 
who preceded us. We are readily 
tempted to enjoy the blessings bought 
for us at such great cost by the good, 
the brave, the venturesome men and 
women who went before us, and by so 
doing, we make possible their loss to our 
children and their children. We need 
to be more venturesome in our day, 
for God. We need to face our future 
without fear and with confident hope 
that the frontiers before us can and 
shall be won for the glory of God and 
the good of men. 

May God bless and use us, everyone. 





added, Baptists aren’t Protestants. 

Inviting Catholics to accept Baptist 
beliefs, Dr. Johnson said this step would 
free Catholics of “totalitarianism” be- 
cause in the Baptist Church the congre- 
gations are free and there are no church 
dignitaries. 

Dr. Johnson also said the Southern 
Baptist Convention is having a Holy 
Year of its own in 1950. He pointed 
out that approximately 8,000 Southern 
Baptist churches west of the Mississippi 
would hold simultaneous revivals April 
9-23 and that about 18,000 churches 
east of the river plan revivals March 24. 
April 8 in 1951. 

Dr. Johnson was asked if he believed 
3aptists could lay claim to being ‘‘the 
one true Church.’’ He replied: 

“You will find some Baptists who be- 
lieve that, just as you would find some 
Methodists who believe theirs is the one 
true Church. .But I will say that 
I believe the Baptist Church comes 
closer to the New Testament than the 
others.”’ 


Faith Baldwin Story Being 
Made into PFC Picture 


Hollywood (RNS)—Shooting has be- 
gun on another Protestant Film Com- 
mission movie here called ‘Second 
Chance.” 

Based on a story by Faith Baldwin, 
the picture is sponsored by the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, the Congre- 
gational-Christian Churches and Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church. 

John Hubbard and Hugh Beaumont 
have the principal roles in the produc- 
tion, which is being directed by Wil- 
liam Beaudine. 


Mary Baldwin Alumna Enables 
College to Claim $5,000 Gift 


Mary Baldwin College in Virginia 
has received $5,000 from the General 
Education Board to be applied on the 
fund for the biology building and li- 
brary expansion fund. A $1,900-gift by 
Mrs. Walter H. Woodson, Mocksville, 
N. C., alumna, made this grant possible. 
The board had offered $15,000 in three 
payments to be made by Jan. 1, 1951, 
if the college raised $40,000 in the 
same __ period. Mrs. Woodson’s _ gift 
enabled the administration to claim the 
second part of the offer. The alumna 
association has also given $3,500. 





Did the early church practice 
Communism, Sccialism, or—? 

Read Dr. Thompson’s discussion of 
“The Fellowship of the Early Church’’* 
and see. 

In what way did they have ‘‘every- 
thing in common’’? 

Also: What are the marks of a vital 
church? 

What is the real way to build Chris- 
tian fellowship? 

*Pages 13-14, this issue. 
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@ A young doctor, staying in Communist areas, gives 


a highly effective witness even under difficult circumstances 


A Missionary Among Communisis 


HEN YOUNG DOCTOR Henry 
Nelson made his decision in De- 
cember 1948 to stay on the job 

as superintendent of the Sarah Walkup 
Hospital in Taichow, it was a gamble 
in the field of Christian missionary serv- 
ice. Katie, his young wife and Sperry, 
Jr., their infant son, had left Taichow 
for the U. S. A. the month before. 

A month later, the People’s Libera- 
tion Army entered Taichow and set up 
the Communist New Deal. How much 
Christian work could be done by a 
young medical missionary under these 
circumstances? Without the aid and 
comfort of home, wife and children, sur- 
rounded by atheistic, anti-American 
military forces, Henry Nelson, young 
and inexperienced in China, was start- 
ing out on his missionary career with 
two strikes against him. There were 
those who frankly urged him to leave 
his work, return to the U. S. A. with 
his family and wait a more convenient 
season to make his contribution to mis- 
sionary history. But our young mission- 
ary colleague is made of sterner stuff, 
in the tradition of Paul, Adoniram Jud- 
son, Peter Parker and Hudson Taylor. 


After A Year 


Almost one year has passed since 
these three historic incidents transpired 
in young Nelson’s life. It is time 
enough to appraise his decision to stay 
on the job and to evaluate his gamble 
in faith, hope and love. American mis- 
sionary colleagues and Chinese associ- 
ates believe he made a wise decision 
and we submit evidence to support that 
belief. Henry is producing dividends 
for Christ and the church in Taichow 
and he is being a successful Christian 
missionary among communists, in these 
days of liberation. 

We have selected three incidents at 
random, during the past hectic twelve 
months to support our thesis: 

1. On November 1, 1949 the Sarah 
Walkup Hospital completed a year’s 
work under Dr. Nelson, who re-opened 
the institution on his arrival in Taichow 
in the fall of 1948. At a supper party 
in the hospital on November Ist, to 
commemorate the occasion, the follow- 
ing report for the year was read to us: 


In-Patient Department: 


pS eer ee re er 632 
a ostine sd dacmdoasacs 53 
ME = Gicataus wesoee eee 15 
Major Operations......... 84 
Minor Operations......... 223 
Out-Patient Department: 
TRORISIEREIONS |. 6c cic ccc ess 6,811 
Total Patient Visits....... 21,743 





*Dr. Richardson a Presbyterian, US, 
missionary, is in Taichow, Kiangsu, 
China. 
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By ROBERT P. RICHARDSON* 
a 


If Henry had left Taichow a year 
ago, the hospital would have been 
closed, and many of these poor people 
would not have been healed of their 
diseases. 


“Enliven the Dead”’ 


2. On October 10, 1949 Dr. Nelson 
received the following letter from a 
hopeful father: 


Dear Sir: 

Since last year my daughter, now 21 
years old, has been sick of swelling ab- 
domen. Now her sick is in the worst 
condition and is near to die, therefore, 
all of us are sorrowful all day long. 
Most people here know you are a fa- 
mous doctor and are almost able to en- 
liven the dead. 

Knowing you are very kind to any 
patient, I humbly beg your favor to 
save my poor daughter. 

I am, 


Yours sincerely, 
KWANG HAI-WEN. 


Young doctor Nelson has not yet be- 
come a Fellow in the American College 
of Surgeons, but we submit that he is 
on the way. He is doing all right. Af- 
ter one year’s practice in Taichow he 
is ‘‘almost able to enliven the dead.”’ 
What more can one ask? Give him a 
few years and he will be in the class 
with Frank Buck in ‘“‘bringing ’em back 
alive.”” If Henry had left Taichow, it 
is true to say that many now living 
in these parts would have been “gath- 
ered to their fathers,’’ long ago. 


Blood Donor Needed 


3. In the Communist Hospital adjoin- 
ing our Sarah Walkup Hospital is a 
young communist engineer who is in 
a serious condition, following an opera- 
tion. He needed a blood transfusion. 
His fellow-college mates, seven of them, 
came to Dr. Nelson in great distress, 
leoking for professional blood donors to 
save his life. Unlike the U. S. A., these 
are not to be found in interior China. 

To make a long story short, Henry, 
who knew his own blood was the type 
needed, Type ‘‘O,’’ quietly went over to 
the Communist Hospital and gave his 
blood for the sick boy, as any Christian 
American would do. The communists 
were dumb-founded. They were over- 
whelmed. Let these two letters finish 
the story: 

November 2,1949. 


Dearest Dr. Netson, 
We express our deepest thanks for 
your enthusiastic and generous help. 
That you came_ yesterday unex- 
pectedly to ‘“‘The People’s Hospital’ as 


a voluntary donor very much astonished 
and moved us. We were moved to tears. 
We do not know how to thank you. A 
debt of conscience among us will never 
be vanished. Your noble personality 
lives forever in our memories and our 
friends! You not only help our school- 
mate materially and spiritually, but also 
teach us an important lesson of human 
love—a real force to cosmopolitan. 
[Internationalism, perhaps is the mean- 
ing. ] 

Herewith we present you a bit of gift 
for nourishment after transfusion. Wish 
you accept that widow’s coin. [This 
boy received part of his education in a 
mission school. ] 

We remain, 


Yours faithfully, 


TS’AI CHU-K’ANG, 
HO HSIA-CH’IU, CHANG KWOH- 


T’Al, 

TSEO CHI-MING, SWEN HAI- 
NING, 

HWANG IH-JEN, TSEO CHUING- 
LIANG. 


Note: The “bit of gift’ consisted of 
four live chickens, one ham, one very 
large Mandarin fish and forty delicious 
pears. 

Henry Nelson replied in these words: 

November 2, 1949. 
Dear Friends: 

I wish to thank you for your expres- 
sion of gratitude which moved me 
greatly. However, what I did was not 
for any praise for myself. Any other 
follower of my Lord Jesus Christ would 
have done the same. Certainly he gave 
his life for us by dying on a cross, 
why should we not give a little of our- 
selves to help a brother in need? Please 
accept it as an expression of the friend- 
ship and love that exists between the 
American people and the Christians in 
America for the people of China. 

I am returning the food—-your gift— 
to be used for the patient, as I am sure 
it will do him more good than it will me. 
We are earnestly praying that the efforts 
of all concerned in his behalf will prove 
successful and that he will recover. 


Sincerely yours, 
HENRY S. NELSON, M. D. 


Two Facts Are Clear 


At this time we cannot say with cer- 
tainty how long we may be allowed to 
do missionary work in Taichow, but 
two facts stand out clearly from our 
ten months behind the bamboo curtain. 
They are: (1) Communists need the 
gospel of God just as capitalists, so- 
cialists, facists, or anyone else needs it; 
(2) Mission Boards at home would do 
well to be on the look-out for more men 
and women like Henry Nelson to send 
out as missionaries to China, be it com- 
munist, or non-communist. 

The romance and power of foreign 
missions is not dead, so long as young 
Henry Nelsons go to the far places of 
the earth to demonstrate the love of 
God to the children of men, through a 
ministry of healing, in days like these. 








They Said Something! 


(Continued from last week.) 
Crystallized, Ossified 


A. . .serious tendency is for the in- 
dividual church to be dominated by an 
ageing and mentally crystallized group 
of leaders who are no longer responsive 
to the will of the people or to the crying 
needs of the day. Let us remember 
that one of the secrets of the amazing 
vitality of the early Christian Church 
lay in its comparative absence of strati- 
fication and in its spiritually growing 
leadership. Those of our Sessions and 
Boards of Deacons that, perhaps for ex- 
cellent reasons, have not adopted a 
limited term for holding office, should 
‘ all the more earnestly examine them- 
selves as to whether they are true ser- 
vants of the people and keenly alert to 
the moving of God’s spirit in the world 
and in the church. . . .It is well known 
that many of our church schools are 
run by intellectually and_ spiritually 
ossified persons rather than by men and 
women with growing minds, open spirits 
and fresh outlook who are constantly 
taking counsel} together to devise better 
methods.—D. MAURICE ALLAN, Mar. 
14. 


For Limited Term 


I believe that every call to a pastor 
should be for a limited term of service, 
subject to renewal as many times as 
minister and congregation mutually de- 
sire. I do not believe any man has a 
right to assume that he has the call 
of God and of the congregation to re- 
main in his present pastorate until he 
gets just exactly the kind of call he 
wishes.—LOCKE WHITE, Mar. 7. 


Share the Pastors 


Let us enjoy our pastor for a season, 
say, of five years in the country church 
and possibly 10 years in the city church 

.The church should always come 
first and by limited pastorates the dan- 
ger of depending too much on the pas- 
tor would be lessened. Each pastor has 
certain fine qualities that should be 
shared with more than one field. And 
if we get a pastor with an apparent 
weakness, then we can strive harder to 
uphold him. Certainly we do not expect 
to get a perfect pastor, do we?—G. E. 
FISLER, Mar. 14. 


Women and the Church 


Our church is failing to challenge 
many brilliant, capable women suffi- 
ciently to hold their interest. They find 
expression for their love of efficiency 
and of seeing things done ‘decently 
and in order’’ as leaders in civic and 
social clubs, as well as in the business 
world. There they have an undisputed 
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(And we printed it!) 
* 


and well-earned right to authority. . . 
How can a church boast of its demo- 
cratic form of government where we 
find earnest, sincere ministers who re- 
fuse to let a woman speak from their 
pulpits, even though she is a mission- 
ary of the gospel and is there to tell 
how she has been used by her Lord 
on the mission field to further his King- 
dom on earth?—ESTELLE CAKE 
BEARD, Mar. 21. 


Like People, Like Priest 


Missing the mark by preaching over 
the heads of a congregation is not 
always the fault of the minister. It is 
the only kind of preaching that the 
ehurch likes and demands of the pastor. 
It requires no effort on the part of 
the people, not even to listen, as it is 
soothing and satisfying.—B. J. MUR- 
RIk, Mar. 28. 


Eternal Life—Now 


Eternal life is our present possession. 
We do not wait for it until some distant 
dream-time. It is the quality of all 
true living now; it is God’s way of life 
that is always eternal.— JULIAN PRICE 
LOVE, Apr. 11. 


Preparation for the Task 


Jesus presents an example to those 
who are impatient to hurry out all un- 
prepared and undertake some lesser 
task. He lived in a period of transition 
and upheaval. No one did more thap 
he to change the course of history. 
Yet he waited for thirty years, doing 
first an humble task well and patiently 
gaining the equipment for his life’s 
work.—HUNTER B. BLAKELY, Apr. 
25. 


More Effective Teachers 


Our Southern folkways have been 
more effective teachers by and large 
than the most enlightened of our 
leaders. Our discriminatory laws and 
social patterns have so educated each 
rising generation by daily experience 
that whatever contrary teaching they 
may have received in words has had no 
real chance to change our regional cus- 
toms or even to affect our thinking pro- 
foundly. 

+ * * 

Are Southern Protestants to allow 
secular, non-Protestant, and non-South- 
ern Christian forces to be the chief in- 
struments in the realm of human rights 
today, or will they take their place 
beside these other forces which are striv- 
ing to guarantee to all men their basic 
rights? On the answer we make to this 
question depends not only the freedom 


and fuller life of our minority peoples, 
but also the moral vitality of our South- 
ern churches.—ASSEMBLY’S COMMIT- 
TEE ON CHRISTIAN RELATIONS: 
States’ Rights and Human _ Rights, 
May 2. 


As Free Men 


The time has come for American 
Protestants to drive that hierarchy out 
of American politics, international AND 
domestic, where no church group be- 
longs, and let us choose our policies 
as free men, on intellectual grounds, 
without fear and without external or 
ecclesiastical controls——-CHARLES J. 
TURCK, May 9. 


Cooperation in Missions 


In every land the (foreign missions) 
committee seeks the development of a 
strong, national evangelical church. 
Nowhere is there any effort whatsoever 
to preserve ‘“‘The Southern Presbyterian 
Church”’ as a group distinct from the 
indigenous Christian community. This 
attitude governs our attitude toward 
missionaries on the field, recruits who 
prepare for their active service through- 
out the world, and candidates who are 
thinking seriously of the opportunity of 
the mission field as the place for their 
dedication of life. The committee be- 
lieves most earnestly in the policy of 
cooperation in missionary endeavor. The 
opportunities and the problems before 
the Christian enterprise indicate clearly 
that solitariness is neither desirable nor 
efficient—-STATEMENT OF THE AS- 
SEMBLY’S FOREIGN MISSIONS COM- 
MITTEE, May 9. 


Groundless Charge 


That the leaders of the Federal and 
World Councils are “‘very modern and 
apostate”’ is a groundless charge made 
by irreconcilable critics and believed by 
the uninformed. My knowledge of these 
men personally and by reputation would 
prevent me from making any such false 
charge, ‘‘lest haply I be found even to 
be fighting against God.’”—A. H. BAL- 
DINGER, former Moderator of the 
United Presbyterian General Assembly, 
May 9. 


Self-Perpetuating Committees 


There are sixty-five members at the 
present time on our executive commit- 
tees. Thirty-five of these members were 
elected to interim membership by the 
committees themselves. Such action, 
practically speaking, has meant that 
our committees have been self-perpetu- 
ating, for it is not often that the As- 
sembly, through its standing commit- 
tees, will take exception to any indi- 
vidual who has been placed on any of 
the committees by an action of the com- 
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mittees themselves—-THE ASSEM- 
BLY’S AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON 
REORGANIZATION, May 16. 


Use USA Hymnal 


Since there is nothing better in the 
way of a hymnal than that used by 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, together 
with its accompanying excellent manual, 
and since our two churches are en- 
deavoring to cultivate mutual under- 
standing, it would seem that it would 
be much to our advantage to ask per- 
mission to use the hymnal they already 
have in print as our own.—WILLIAM 
CROWE, JR., May 30. 


Waited a Generation 


There are hundreds of ministers in 
the church to whom the cause of Re- 
union is dear. They have prayed for it 
since the day they came out of the 
seminary. They have waited a genera- 
tion. It is not going to help their 
feelings to have the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress used as a club with 
which to kill this cause of closer co- 
operation and reunion.—CHARLES L. 
KING, June 13, in the General As- 
sembly debates. 


Totalitarian System Prepares for 
Communism 


Do not think that the Roman Catho- 
lic Church is the chief foe of Commun- 
ism or the best defense. The totalitar- 
ian system prepares the ground for Com- 
munism. There is not one Protestant 
country in Europe where there is a 
strong Communist movement or party. 
Protestantism offers the best defense 
against Communism because it insists 
that a human being is great because 
Christ died, not for a state, but for 
individuals —-MARCEL PRADERVAND, 
June 13. 


No More Denominational Children 


It would require a resourceful mind 
to be able even to rationalize, let alone 
to justify, our disjointed Presbyterian- 


ism. . .It is quite possible that Presby- 
terianism is not too old to bear addi- 
tional denominational children, but 


fondly do we hope and fervently do we 
pray that she may be too wise even to 
think of it. A family of a dozen chil- 
dren is quite sufficient for this or any 
other day of inflated distinctives.—A. 
H. BALDINGER, June 27. 


Logic Should Work Both Ways 


Only when (Thornwell and Palmer 
and Wilson) felt that this nation was 
divided were they willing to divide the 
Presbyterian Church. .If that was 
the ultimate logic that caused the divi- 
sion in the church, that the nation was 
ho longer divided. . .and if that reason 
no longer exists, does not the logic of 
Thornwell and Palmer and Wilson di- 
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rect us toward one church in the one 
nation—HARRISON RAY ANDERSON, 
July 4. 


Pride and Speech 


Perhaps we ought to watch ourselves 
more carefully and cease alluding to 
our contacts with rich and highly placed 
people. “Not many mighty were 
ealled.’’ Pride should not rule our will 
and our speech. It would be better, 
would it not, for us to tell of our con- 
versation with the milkman, or the shoe- 
maker, or the storekeeper. It is not 
that the rich and mighty do not need the 
ministry of our religion as much as 
anyone else—some of them need it more 
—but let’s eliminate every trace of snob- 
bery from our character— ELLIS 
JONES HOUGH, July 18. 


Freedom of Expression 


While some items are now being dis- 
tributed and some communications are 
circulated which we would greatly pre- 
fer to see curtailed in the interest of 
truth and goodwill, we nevertheless will 
fight for their right to free circula- 
tion. For, when the day comes that 
our right to express ourselves and to 
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exercise these fundamental freedoms of 
speech and press is stifled, when our 
mail is censored and the extent to which 
we can work for our “favorite projects” 
is determined for us by some power, 
civil or ecclesiastical, then we shall 
know that we have not been working 
consistently and intelligently enough on 
one of the projects which ought to be 
one of everybody’s favorites—that of 
keeping the hard-won freedom of ex- 
pression which men have died to win. 
OUTLOOK, July 18. 


Ethical Guide Lines 


We have ethical guide lines in this 
country. . We can be fooled for a 
time by the cheap headline hunter—or 
political head hunter. Sometimes we 
are slow to repudiate cynical disregard 
of our moral standards—but they are 
always there, the foundation of our 
buying and selling, our hiring and firing, 
our political and financial institutions. 
No factory or store can be operated, not 
a carload of wheat sold, not a labor 
dispute negotiated, not an election held, 
that these ethical, legally unenforceable 
precepts are not part of the transaction. 
—DAVID E. LILIENTHAL, Aug. 8. 


Preacher of the Word 


Hard by the campus of the Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary of 
Louisville, Ky., is the Second Presby- 
terian Church where, for more than a 
quarter of a century, Dr. Teunis E. 
Gouwens filled the pulpit of this historic 
church to the glory of God and the 
honoring of the ministry. 

One who himself is a great preacher 
of the Word says that he doubts whether 
in the entire twenty-six years of his 
ministry at the Second Church, Dr. 
Gouwens ever preached a sermon that 
was not a finished product in every sense 
of the word. Of how many other mod- 
ern day ministers is it true that every 
sermon that they preach represents a 
minimum of twenty hours a week of 
preparation as has been true of the min- 
istry of Teunis E. Gouwens? 


Born in South Holland, Ill., in what 


must have been a Dutch community as 
its name indicates, Teunis Gouwens is 
a graduate of Hope College, a former 
student of Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, Rutgers University, Union Theo- 
logical Seminary of New York, and of 
the New Brunswick Theological Semi- 
nary. He was licensed and ordained in 
the Reformed Church of America. He 
had two pastorates, one in New York 
City and the other in New Jersey, in 
the seven years that he served in the 
Reformed Church. Accepting a call to 
the Second Presbyterian Church (U. S.) 
of Louisville, Ky., in 1921, Dr. Gouwens 


rapidly became known both as a gifted 
writer and as one of the outstanding 
preachers in the entire South. 

With all his scholarly gifts and the 
long hours of preparation he has put 
upon each sermon, Dr. Gouwens has 
always had a great compassion for peo- 
ple. With an always crowded schedule 
he still found time to talk with any and 
all who came to him with burdens on 
their hearts, or problems to be solved, 
and he has given to them sympathetic, 
sincere, and helpful advice. 


It is a truism that the hardest con- 
gregation to preach to is a congrega- 
tion in which there are theological pro- 
fessors and students. Perhaps the prox- 
imity of his church to the Louisville 
Theological Seminary made Dr. Gonu- 
wens all the more careful and zealous 
in the preparation of his sermons. I 
am inclined to think, however, that a 
man who can write such books as ‘‘The 
Rock That Is Higher,” ‘‘Why I Believe,” 
“The Stirred Nest,” and ‘tHe Opened 
the Book,” would preach great sermons 
wherever he was, and whatever might 
be the character of his church consti- 
tuency. 


May these years of his retirement 
from the strain of leading a great 
church and a busy pastorate enable Dr. 
Gouwens to continue his ministry 
through the printed page and through 
other books from his pen. 
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EDITORIAL 





Goals for 1950 


At the beginning of the new year we 
are listing certain challenging objec- 
tives on our cover. It is a good prac- 
tice, we think, for any church or or- 
ganization to select specific goals each 
year, for unless we do we are prone 
to scatter our energies in many direc- 
tions without enough definite accom- 
plishments. 

These objectives we have listed stir 
our imagination and we hope they ap- 
peal to our readers as they do to us. 
During coming weeks we expect to dis- 
cuss these one by one in these columns. 
Your advance suggestions, therefore, 
will be appreciated. 


Recruits for Missionary Service 


In a recent list of new missionaries 
en route to their service, it is some- 
what surprising to discover that five 
of ten who are listed were trained in 
institutions outside our church. 

Such a fact poses a number of ques- 
tions for us to consider. 

Do we lack an adequate number of 
qualified missionary candidates from 
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within our own congregations and ir- 
stitutions? 

Why is missionary service in our 
church so attractive to those who come 
from independent institutions which are 
supported by no church or from insti- 
tutions which are not in accord with 
the missionary program of their own 
-ommunion? 

Why are we failing to challenge more 
of our able young people with the 
urgency of world missions as they in- 
vest their lives in the service of Christ? 

Can missionaries coming from out- 
side institutions enter comfortably into 
the life and service of our church, es- 
pecially when some come from institu- 
tions which teach them that our church 
has departed from sound Christianity? 

With so great a demand today for an 
ecumenical spirit in our world mission- 
ary enterprise and with a premium put 
upon cooperation on all fronts, how can 
men and women who have been taught 
to be separatist in spirit lead our church 
in genuine Christian cooperation in 
these vital centers on the mission field? 

Such matters as these have greatly 
to do with our generous and whole- 
hearted support of missions, and it is be- 
cause we want to.see our missionary 
cause adequately and enthusiastically 
supported that we raise these questions. 


He Is the Key-Man 


Some of us have been wondering for 
a long time why the minister is the 
key man. We have been bewildered by 
the all but universally accepted belief 
that he is. The foregone conclusion is 
that everything to be promoted will be 
promptly and properly handled by the 
minister; that is, if he is a good one. 
Missions at home and abroad, education, 
relief of a variety of types are respon- 
sibilities of profound importance to the 
church. They must be supported. Pub- 
licity must be given them. But how 
are they to get before the people? The 
minister is the answer. He is the key 
to every situation in the church. 

The literature that comes to the min- 
ister’s mailbox from good causes long 
ago reached flood tide. One desk this 
writer is intimate with gets clogged up 
with it. The reason is that he has a 
conscience. He knows it ought to be 
read. Then he ought to do something 
about it or get somebody else to do 
something, somebody else whom he 
would then schedule conferences with 
and finally check up on from time to 
time for reports. Unfortunately, though 
his schedule gets as clogged up as his 
desk and he finds his conscience frus- 
trated. But he continues to think some- 
thing ought to be done. Then, daily, 
more literature comes. 

The minister who happens to sit at 
that clogged-up desk also has an ambi- 
tion to preach. He is aware that his 
twentieth century world has bogged 
down. His world needs to believe some 
of the ideas he was once supposed to 
be a specialist in, great ideas, ideas 
with redemptive power. Somehow, he 


is not able to get away from the feel- 
ing that something ought to be done 
about his world and those ideas. That 
has always been his dream. He wishes 
he could explore his world with the 
Master without having to push so many 
buttons and pull so many levers to make 
the machine run. 

Perhaps, some day laymen and church 
boards will wake up to the discovery 
that the minister could hold a key toa 
multitude of human hearts and to some 
of the trying issues of our day as well 
if he were not under pressure to make 
the church a going concern.—W. C., Jr. 


The Reorganization 





23. WORLD MISSIONS, contd. 
Inter-Church Aid 


The 1949 Assembly, as noted here 
last week, did little to change the struc- 
ture of the foreign missions commit- 
tee. It is now called the Board of 
World Missions. The ad interim com- 
mittee said, “The area of service 
is so very specific and clearly defined 
that no alteration in its general purpose 
is proposed or should be considered.” 
It did add to this Board’s responsibility 
that which has been separately carried 
on by a special committee—Overseas 
Relief or Inter-Church Aid. 

The committee said, “The Board of 
World Missions is eminently able to dis- 
charge the Assembly’s obligation in this 
sphere of service. Its promotional de- 
partment is competent to publicize be- 
fore the church the program which de- 
serves support. Its staff and member- 
ship are qualified in every way to make 
decisions of policy which may arise in 
connection with Overseas Relief.’’ 

This is what many of our people 
wanted to see done at the beginning 
instead of having a new and separate 
committee, but because we did not then 
have some such agency as our Gen- 
eral Council to recommend such a step 
it seemed to be unwise at that time. 
Vernon S. Broyles, recently named 
executive secretary of the Assembly’s 
Board of Church Extension, has served 
as the able chairman of the Overseas 
Relief Committee since its beginning 
and last year made a trip to Europe 
in connection with that responsibility. 

In 1946-47 a goal of $250,000 was set 
for Overseas Relief, and $298,000 was 
raised. The next year the goal was 
$600,000, and only $205,000 was given. 
Since that time the annual goal has 
been $1 and a pound of clothing from 
each church member (638,000). Most 
of the gifts have been secured through 
special offerings at Easter, though it is 
recognized that in some churches the 
offering has been largely overlooked at 
this time. 

Many people feel that this challenge 
offers one of our finest missionary op- 
portunities today—in Asia, but also in 
Europe. In lands facing the demands 
of reconstruction faith needs to be re- 
kindled and the church rebuilt. Leaders 
in this service insist that we no longer 
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call it ‘“‘overseas relief,” but that we 
look upon it as “Inter-Church Aid” as 
we share with our Christian brethren 
and join with them in bearing our wit- 
ness in these stricken areas. 

Most of our church’s contacts are 
made through Church World Service 
and the Department of Reconstruction 
of the World Council of Churches. Re- 
lief money has been divided: Europe 
and Asia, 80%; American Bible Society, 
10%; Orphaned Missions, 3%; Con- 
tingent Fund, 7%. 

Church World Service has three em- 
phases: (1) The material aid program; 





(2) The service of Displaced Persons, 
and (3) Assistance to the Protestant 
churches of Europe. In this latter con- 
nection it seems to be more and more a 
trend to have institutions and groups in 
this country take definite responsibility 
for a certain project or institution in 
Europe thereby making definite and con- 
crete the aid rendered. It is the prayer 
of many that in this new Board this 
work will receive an even greater em- 
phasis than it has in the past—so long 
as the need remains. 

NEXT WEEK—wWorld Missions, con- 
tinued. 





NO BONES TONIGHT, THANK YOU 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





‘Remember your leaders, the men 
who spoke the word of God to you; look 
back upon the close of their careers, and 
copy their faith.’-—Hebrews 13:7, Mof- 
fatt. 


HE ROMAN CATHOLIC version of 
Christianity has many admirable 
features, some that are danger- 

ous, and some that are either bad or 
amusing according to the observer’s 
mood. In this last class are many of 
the observances connected with the so- 
called sacramentals, notably the venera- 
tion of “holy relics’ of departed saints. 
A common type of relic is a bone, al- 
leged to be a genuine portion of the 
anatomy of the original saint. That 
some saints left behind them more bones 
than the textbooks of anatomy allow 
is neither here nor there; it only raises 
a question as to the infallibility of the 
church. The real point is what is done 
with bones agreed to be genuine. A re- 
cent case is the forearm of St. Francis 
Xavier. 

Now there was a real saint of high 
degree. Any Protestant would be happy 
to claim him, and in the name of the 
universal church we do claim him, just 
as St. Francis of Assisi has been called, 
by a Salvation Army biographer, the 
“first Salvationist.”” A great hymn by 
St. Francis Xavier is in some Presby- 
terian hymnals: 


“My God, I love thee, not because 
I hope for heaven thereby.” 


He was a missionary in the un-mis- 
sionary days of the 16th century. He 
went to India, China and even Japan, 
preaching the Gospel of Christ. With 
Success, too; even discounting the 
Jesuit claims of 700,000 converts, the 
fact is that wherever he went he left an 
organized church behind him. He was 
an actual missionary when most Chris- 
tians were too busy fighting one another 
to think of the great world outside Eu- 
rope. He was a practical missionary 
at a time when missions in general 
seemed as impracticable, to most Chris- 
tians, as missions to communists seem 
howadays to the average churchman. 
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T. FRANCIS XAVIER is not to 
blame for the stories told about 
him, such as his alleged miracu- 

lous gift of tongues. His own letters 
tell of the difficulties he had with lan- 
guages and interpreters; in fact at the 
time of his death he was being held up 
by a delay in getting an interpreter of 
Chinese. He is not to blame, either, for 
what is now being done to portions of 
his skeleton. His right arm, in a glass- 
and-gold case, recently arrived in this 
country for a tour. In Buffalo, N. Y., 
the Secretary of the Area Reception of 
the Relic, a parochial high school offi- 
cial, pointed out in the newspapers that 
‘Catholics do not worship relics. They 
venerate them as symbols of those who 
served God in a manner Catholics strive 
to imitate.”” A high school official, with 
a Jesuit’s training, can distinguish be- 
tween worship and veneration; but it 
is a line the average person finds hard 
to see. What happened to the bone? 


If the schedule of events at Buffalo 
was carried out, it was received at the 
airport by the Most Reverend Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese, assisted by one 
Very Reverend and one Right Reverend. 
The bone was then placed in a special 
carrier to be escorted by the Knights of 
St. Peter Claver. A motor cavalcade 
carried the relic to a dozen different 
schools or churches en route to St. 
Joseph’s cathedral, and later to a church 
named for the saint, where it was kept 
all night for ‘‘nocturnal veneration.” 
More tours of the city the next day and 
the next, ending each night with noc- 
turnal veneration. Poor St. Francis 


Xavier! 


UT LET ALL PROTESTANTS re- 
joice and be glad. No matter how 
saintly you may become (and 

there is no limit to the height one may 
reach in Christ), after your soul has 
winged its way home your bones will 
not be hauled around by air, motor 
cavalcade or otherwise. No Protestant 
will ever be invited to go venerate a 
bone after dark. We read Hebrews 13:7 
as it was written; we shall not revise 
it to read: ‘‘. . copy their faith and 
venerate their cadavers.”’ 

But wait! Before we smile too 
broadly or cast the ungenerous stone, 
let us take thought for ourselves. Have 
we Protestant Christians never done 
much the same thing? What we drag 
out for admiration is sometimes only 
the skeleton, not the living personality, 
not the soul, not the faith. We venerate 
a creed—the bones of it, that is—the 
formula itself; we build a shrine about 
it, crying out at any attempts at change; 
and we fail to see or care for what that 
creed in its day was trying to express. 
We think that by preserving the bones 
of Nicaea or Chalcedon or Westminster 
or Augsburg we have thereby preserved 
the Faith. We take a great Christian 
hero and saint such as Calvin, and we 
venerate the bones of his logical system 
rather than the flame of faith and adora- 
tion that burned within him. 

Bones are useful to a saint while liv- 
ing on this earth. He could not get on 
without them. But they are not what 
makes him a saint. Let us be protes- 
tants by all means; let us honor saintly 
lives and saintly faith; but let us waste 
no time venerating bones. 
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state a chance to vote on it. It is said 
that the state, now legally dry, continues 
to divide up illegal spoils which for 11 
months in 1949, through black market 
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the Fifth Congressional District, re- . The Ripley church dedicated its director of religious education, three 
cently blasted President Truman’s organ on January 1 “in appreciation of men’s rallies were recently conducted in 
leadership toward a ‘‘welfare state” and the men of the church who served in_ the interests of the Program of Progress. 
warned that if the president’s program World War II.” In addition, a piano A program of church visitation was also 
is enacted into law the entire nation and chimes were also dedicated as me- recently conducted emphasizing Sunday 
will be taken over and controlled by morials. school enlargement, stewardship and 
Communism.’’ Meanwhile, Senator John evangelism. Teams were trained and 
Cc. Stennis, recently returned from a Assembly’s Field Council sent to churches requesting them. The 
European tour, expressed opposition to Will Meet in Jackson Jackson area leadership school is 
further dismantling of German fac- The Assembly’s Field Council of Re- scheduled for February 12-17 in the 
tories. He stated that the dismantling ligiovs Education will meet in Jackson, Ceniral church. This includes all Pres- 
of factories is directly contrary to a January 24-26 this year. Under the »yterian churches within 50 miles of 

ed program designed to get Western Ger- leadership of R. L. Landis, regional Jackson. 

‘ many back on her feet economically. 

“3 

. g New Building Projects Noted 

~ Throughout Mississippi H d S d C ll 

a ampden-oyadney Vouege 

a Among recent Presbyterian building 

nd projects are these: The new Belhaven 1776-1950 
recreation center was Opened and dedi- . 

= cated early in December. Planned to * view of _ number of applications 

nk care for all extra-curricular recreational received for session of 1950-51, those de- 

os activities, the building was made pos- siring to enter at that time should apply 

de sible by gifts frm R. D. Sanders and immediately. 

ho the Belhaven Expansion Program. . 5 

™ By vote of the congregation the First EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 

we church, Meridian, has decided to remain Hampden-Sydney, Virginia. 

K in its present location, renovate its 

at present facilities and purchase a suit- 

os able lot for future colonization. 

n- cece gn pn 5M THERE IS PRESTIGE IN A CENTRE 

” ground for a $700,000 Colonial church. DEGREE 

as - Fondren church in Jackson will A fully accredited Liberal Arts college founded 

soon have its building completed. . 1819. Coordinate education. Two _ beautiful 

ut campuses. Joint classes. Presbyterian affilia- 

a New structures are completed at Tunica tion. Send now for fully illustrated booklet to 

| and Rolling Fork. . By March 31 Walter A. Groves, President 
it is expected that Jackson Presbyterian CENTRE COLLEGE OF KENTUCKY, Box 401-0, Danville, Kentucky 
Negroes will have their second chapel. 
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: TO RAISE $2,400,000 in JANUARY and FEBRUARY 

11 ° —— 

m4 to complete the PROGRAM OF PROGRESS Foreign Mission Fund for — 

an | 

if | Sudlding CHURCHES, CHAPELS, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, MISSIONARY HOMES 

- Expanding OUR WORK ABROAD 

ist 

io- 

| WHAT You CAN DO TO MEET THIS CHALLENGE 

‘ly . 

— PRAY for the whole task of World missions—God’s appointed plan. 
——HELP raise the Program of Progress Foreign Missions quota of your Church. 
- — GIVE an over and above gift. Individually or together with your friends 


provide the resources for a particular project such as— 


’ 0 Suld a Hospital tx Africa 0 Badd a Church in Japan Open a Hew Station 
8 0 Preuide a Car fora Wissionary's Use 0 Prowide an A-Hay Machine, Sterilizer, Microscope 


‘ Write to Mr. Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, Board of World Missions, Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee for information about these projects. 


‘ Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Foreign Missions 
JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 5, 1950 
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Negro Baptists Sponsor 
Travelling Seminary 

Negro Baptists in Mississippi have in- 
troduced a travelling ‘“‘theological semi- 
nary” in an effort to lift the educationa] 
level of their ministers. The seminary 
travels from place to place, giving the 
clergymen an opportunity to study at 
night, after their regular jobs are 
finished for the day. Central office of 
the school, in operation seven years, is 
located in Jackson. In that period the 
seminary has reached 567 ministers 
through regular classes. A _ total ef 
5,343 have been given short-term in- 
struction in ‘Bible institutes,’ and 
6,563 boys and girls have received re- 
ligious instruction in special summer 
time schools sponsored by the seminary, 
Director of the school is Herbert Lee 
Lang, a veteran public school adminis- 
trator and Negro Baptist minister. 
(RNS.) 


KKK Leader Denies He Is 
Being Dropped from Payroll 

Replying to the Atlanta Journal’s 
story quoting ‘“‘Klan sources’’ as saying 
that “Imperial Wizard Samuel Roper 
has dropped Spinks from the payroll,” 
silver-haired Lycurgus Spinks hotly de- 
nied that he had been eased out of the 
South’s main KKK and said he is vastly 
pleased with the progress of his mem- 
bership campaign. Spinks was one-time 
candidate for governor of Mississippi. 


Greenwood Has High Record on 
Midweek Service Attendance 

The First church, Greenwood, has 
something unusual in the way of mid- 
week services. During eleven months 
of this year the attendance averaged 
108, with the largest single attendance 
being in July with 216. Van M. Arnold 
is pastor. The membership is 780. 

JOHN C. McQUEEN, Jr. 
Meridian. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Fellowship in the Early Church 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 15. 


ACTS 2:42-47; 4:31-35 


Last week we observed the early dis- 
ciples empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
pearing their witness for Christ. This 
week we look at another important as- 
pect of their life—their fellowship one 
with another, grounded in their fellow- 
ship with God, the Father of their Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 


I. One Picture 


The first Christian sermon, preached 
by Peter on the day of Pentecost, re- 
sulted, as we have seen, in three thou- 
sand souls being baptized and received 
into the church. “And they devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.” 

This verse not only gives us an in- 
sight into the life of.the early church 
but also discloses to us the secret of 
its power. 

Many of those who join the church 
today devote themselves to business, to 
sports, to their friends, to their homes, 
but give only a fragment of their time 
to the nurture of their souls. But one 
cannot succeed in the spiritual realm, 
or any other, unless he devotes himself 
to those practices which insure success. 

These early Christians devoted them- 
selves to the apostles’ teaching. They 
felt the need, as all true Christians do, 
of growing in the knowledge of God 
through Jesus Christ. The New Testa- 
ment had not yet been written; so they 
depended on those who had known Jesus 
in the flesh. The Apostles’ teaching is 
preserved for us in the New Testament. 
It is taught in the Sunday school; it is 
expounded from the pulpit. The power 
of the Spirit will not be experienced 
in the lives of individuals or released 
in the life of the world unless mem- 
bers of the church today give heed, in- 
dividually and collectively, to God’s 
word as it comes to them through Jesus 
Christ; unless they sit habitually with 
open minds before the Master Teacher 
and those who have learned from him. 

The early Christians devoted them- 
selves in the second place to fellowship. 
Scholars are not sure whether this word 
refers to fellowship in worship or fel- 
lowship in work. No doubt it means 
both. Private devotions are essential, 
but they are not enough. If our spirit- 
ual life is to be strong and healthy we 
need the stimulus and help that comes 
from social worship (the radio is a poor 
substitute for congregational fellow- 
ship) and that grows out of mutual 
labor for the advancement of God’s 
kingdom upon earth. Only as we have 
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this fellowship can we accomplish the 
tasks which He has laid upon us. 

The early Christians devoted them- 
selves in the third place to the breaking 
of bread. Does this refer to social 
meals, to church suppers, or to the sac- 
rament of the Lord’s Supper? There 
can be no doubt here but that it re- 
fers to both. In the early days the 
Lord’s Supper came at the end of a com- 
mon meal, a church supper, the love 
feast, as it was called. Not until the 
second century was the Lord’s Supper 
taken from the Love Feast and made a 
part of the formal worship of the 
church. In the early days church mem- 
bers came together frequently to share 
their food and at the end of the meal 
they partook of the bread which re- 
minded them of the broken body of 
their common Lord and of the cup which 
symbolized for them his blood which 
had been poured out for the remission 
of sins. The church today is strong as 
its members are united in love (and 
church suppers may contribute greatly 
toward this end) and especially as they 
feed by faith on the broken body of 
Jesus Christ. 

The early disciples devoted them- 
selves finally to prayer. The Holy Spirit 
had come upon them in response to long 
continued and united prayer (Acts 
1:14). For ten days the disciples had 
prayed and then the Spirit came. But 
that was not the end. The disciples 
continued to pray. As one reads through 
the book of Acts he is impressed with 
the part prayer played in the life of the 
early church. It nourished the spiritual 
life of the individual Christian and it 
strengthened the life of the group. 

These four characteristics of the early 
church were in large measure the secret 
of its power. They are the secrets of 
the church’s power in every day. 

Acts 2:43-47 describes some of the 
practical results of the practices which 
we have enumerated. First, ‘‘fear came 
upon every soul.’’ The word “fear’’ is 
an inadequate translation. It means 
awe, reverence, the feeling of the super- 
natural, the sense of the divine, the 
consciousness that one is in the pres- 
ence of the Almighty. It is the feeling 
or emotion that comes at times to us 
as we stand in some scene of natural 
grandeur and recognize that we are 
weak, finite human beings in the pres- 
ence of the Infinite; or when we lose 
ourselves in prayer or worship; or when 
God’s Word comes home to us individ- 
ually with inescapable power. These 
early Christians lived so close to God, 
were so conscious of his presence, that 


when men came into their presence 
they were lifted up out of themselves 
into the presence of the Almighty; they 
were overcome with awe, with rever- 
ence, with the feeling of the super- 
natural, with the sense of the Divine. 

A second consequence of the kind of 
life manifested in the early church was 
that ‘‘many wonders and signs were 
done through the apostles.’””’ No doubt 
the wonders and signs which attracted 
most attention at the first were the 
showy ones, the gift of tongues, the 
miracle of healing and the like, but as 
time went on it was more the sign and 
wonder of transformed lives that at- 
tracted people to the church, lives which 
bore the fruit of the Spirit (See Gal. 
5:22-23). 

A third consequence was that ‘‘all who 
believed were together and had all 
things in common.” It is plain from 
what follows that these early Christians 
did not sell all their property and give 
it to the church, but they held it in 
trust and used it for the good of all; 
they were concerned not only with men’s 
spiritual needs, but also with their phys- 
ical wants. No one was allowed to 
suffer for food, shelter, clothing, or any 
other need. 

A fourth consequence mentioned here 
by Luke is that of their overflowing 
joy. As we read on through the New 
Testament we discover that it was a 
joy that never left them, that continued 
in spite of pain, suffering, loss of goods, 
of loved ones, of life itself; a peace 
that the world could not give and that 
the world could not take away. Men 
were attracted to the church because 
its members had an inward peace, an 
outward radiance that they wanted for 
themselves. 

Luke mentions a final consequence, 
“And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved.”’ 
The new members did not become mem- 
bers for the sake of prestige, or be- 
cause it was the thing te do, but be- 
cause the Lord himself had drawn them. 
And there was a continual stream of 
converts. ‘‘The Lord added to their 
number day by day’—whom? “Such 
as should be saved,’ the King James 
reads. “Those that were. 
saved,’’ says the American Standard 
Version. ‘Those who are being saved,” 
the new Revised Standard version ren- 
ders it in accordance with the original 
Greek. There is a sense in which sal- 
vation in something which is experi- 
enced in the future; there is a sense 
in which our salvation has been 
achieved; but ordinarily the salvation 
described in the New Testament is a 
process which begins here and which is 
only completed in the world which is to 
come. Jesus offers us salvation from 
fear, anxiety, depression, sin, sickness, 
and finally death. That full salvation 
has not yet been achieved by any one 
of us, but is a salvation that we should 
be realizing in ever-increasing measure. 

What is the secret of a growing 
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church like that which Luke describes? 
Some may say, If only we had a minis- 
ter like Peter. That would help, no 
doubt. But something more is needed. 
Suppose we had churches like that early 
church in Jerusalem, whose members 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and prayers; a church which 
lived so close to God that those who 
came into its fellowship were not able 
to resist his presence; a church whose 
members manifested in their daily lives 
the wonders of transformed lives, the 
fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, pa- 
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control (Gal. 
5:22-23 R.S. V.), a church which really 
practiced Christian brotherhood and 
whose members had that inward peace, 
that radiant joy that nothing in the 
world can destroy. Once more [I think 
we would find that the Lord would add 
to their number day by day those who 
were being saved. This is the ideal, 
therefore, toward which we must strive. 


Il. A Second Picture 


In Acts 3:1-4:31 we read how, some 
months after Pentecost, another large 
group was added to the church; the 
number now was approximately five 
thousand (4:4). But the sense of obliga- 
tion did not diminish. The brotherhood 
of the early church was manifest, we 
read, in two ways: 

1. In the fact that the multitude of 
them that believed were of one heart 
and soul. In the last prayer that Jesus 
offered for his disciples, he said: ‘‘I 
pray for them also that believe on me 
through their word, that they may all 


be one. .that the world may know 
that Thou didst send me” (John 
17:20-23). The fact that the souls of 


the early believers were knit together 
in the bonds of unity is one sign that 
they were filled with the spirit of Jesus, 
and was one of the sources of their 
strength. Cf. Acts 1:14; 2:1, 42, 44; 


4:24. See also Romans 12:5, 16-17; 
I Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:1-6; Phil. 2:1-11, 
etc). It is true that divisions came 


later, even in New Testament times, 
but in its earliest days,its day of greatest 
power, the church was united, of one 
heart and soul; and this is the ideal 
toward which we must ever seek to re- 
turn. 

2. In the fact that ‘tao one said that 
any of the things which he possessed 
was his own, but they had everything in 
common.” The statement is further ex- 
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plained in vss. 34-35: “There was not 
a needy person among them, for as many 
as were possessors of lands or houses 
sold them, and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet; and distribution was made to each 
as any had need.” 

It is plain from this latter statement 
that we are not to understand that the 
disciples surrendered all claims to pri- 
vate property and initiated the first ex- 
periment in communism. It seems rather 
that those who had means recognized 
their responsibility toward those who 
had none, and that wealthy donors sold 
their property and contributed the pro- 
ceeds to the common purse as the need 
arose. That the sale of private property 
was not compulsory is evidenced by the 
mention of Barnabas’ gift (4:36) as 
a point worthy of note, and above all 
by the words of Peter to Ananias (5:4). 
That the sale of property was not uni- 
versal is evidenced by the fact that a 
little later we are told that Mark’s 
mother owned her own home (12:12). 
Modern “communism” is based upon the 
common ownership of the means of pro- 
duction and the liquidation of the capi- 
talistic class. What we have here 1s 
not Marxian communism or anything 
like it, but the practice of Christian 
brotherhood, an unselfish spirit, which 
led each one to make the utmost sacri- 
fice, even of property, to meet his broth- 
er’s need. 

How long the early Christians held 
their goods in common we cannot say. 
We read later of the poverty of the 
Christian community in Jerusalem and 
some conclude that it was due to this 
early Christian communism. The facts 
given us in Scripture, however, do not 
warrant this conclusion. The poverty 
of these early Christians was due more 
likely to the persecution which they 
encountered, the social and economic 
ostracism which they endured rather 
than to the practice of Christian 
brotherhood. 

As the Christian community grew in 
numbers and extended to other regions 
it was no longer practicable to have a 
common purse, but the church, even 
when it had extended through the Ro- 
Empire, through the voluntary 
offerings of its members, continued to 
provide for the physical wants of those 
who were in need. (Cf. Acts 6:1-6; 
11:27-30; II Cor. 8:9; Acts 24:17.) In 
the third century Lucian, a popular 
satirist, pilloried the Christians because 
of their simplicity. ‘‘These poor men,” 
he wrote, ‘Shave persuaded themselves 
that they are going to be immortal and 
live forever; they both despise death 
and voluntarily devote themselves to it; 
at least most of them do. Morever 
their lawgiver persuaded them that they 
were all brethren, and that when once 
they come out and reject the Greek 
gods, they should then worship that 
crucified sophist and live according to 
his laws. Therefore they despise all 
things and hold everything in common. 

.”’ Lucian, a cultured Greek, de- 


man 


spised the Christians for their absurd 
generosity, for their sacrificial concern 
for the physical needs of men they did 
not know. But not the common people, 
They said, ‘Behold how those Christians 
love one another,” and it was to this 
practice of Christian brotherhood that 
they referred, not to the mere expres- 
sion of lofty sentiments. 

The immediate results of this close 
fellowship in sentiment and in the shar- 
ing of goods is described in verse 33: 
“And with great power the apostles gave 
their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus.’”’ The connection of 
this clause with the two preceding in- 
dicates very clearly that the preaching 
of the apostles was powerfully rein- 
forced by the lives of the disciples. As 
we read through the early chapters of 
Acts, it becomes plain that the first 
Christian preachers were seeking to ex- 
plain a quality of life which drew men 
to Christ. Unbelievers wanted to find 
the secret of that new power, that new 
joy, that surprising fellowship, that 
practical Christian brotherhood which 
was manifest in the lives of the early 
disciples. And the task of the preacher 
was much easier than if he had to ex- 
plain, or apologize for the disunity, the 
joylessness, the selfishness, the self- 
centeredness, of the Christian commu- 
nity. 

The ideal character of this early 
Christian community is seen, finally, in 
the fact that ‘‘great grace was upon 
them all.”’ It is the grace of the Chris- 
tian life that is meant, a result of the 
divine grace manifested by the offer of 
yod’s redemptive love in Jesus Christ. 
In this case ‘‘it was only divine grace 
which enabled the wealthier individuals 
to overcome selfishness and make the 
community of goods a reality ‘“‘by using 
their goods for the benefit of the whole. 
It was evident to the whole community 
that great grace was upon them all, “‘for 
distribution was made to each as any 
had need.” 


For Further Consideration 


Should members of the church have 
greater peace of mind, more real joy 
than those without the church? 

Is the church today weakened by its 
divisions? How can we manifest more 
clearly its fundamental unity? 

Is the task of the preacher today 
made easier or more difficult by the 
reputation of the church in the com- 
munity? 

What human needs is the church ex- 
pected to meet in the present day? Are 
these needs to be met in the church, 
through the church, or through church 
members in their civic capacity? 

What are the disciplines or the prac- 
tices which are necessary if we are to 
grow in the joy and the power of tri- 
umphant and radiant Christian living? 


(Seripture Quotations are from the 
Revised Standard Version. Title and 
Scripture selections copyrighted by In- 
ternational Council of Religious Educa- 
tion.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE SOUTHERN COLONIES IN THE 
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 1607-1689, 
By Wesley Frank Craven. Louisiana 
State University Press. 451 pp. $6.00. 

This is the third volume to appear, 
though chronologically it is the first, in 
a series of ten volumes, written by a 
notable group of Southern scholars and 
tracing the history of the South from 
the beginning down to the present time. 

Like other volumes in the series it 
deals in considerable detail with the 
yaried aspects of Southern life, reflect- 
ing a thorough knowledge of the sources, 
and of all other relevant materials bear- 
ing upon this particular period. 

The book will not prove to be popular 
reading, but it will delight the scholar, 
the connoisseur, as well as the reader 
who wishes a comprehensive account of 
our early colonial history, and is inter- 
ested in learning how our distinctive 
American customs and institutions de- 
veloped out of their original Elizabethan 
background. 

Some will wish that more attention 
had been given to religion in the South- 
ern colonies, but the topic is by no 
means ignored. The author is unwilling 
to accept the all too common idea that 
the Virginia Company’s professed aim 
to convert the Indians was ‘nothing 
more than a promotional device.’’ He 
appears to justify the laws requiring 
religious conformity in Virginia and the 
subsequent expulsion of ‘‘a goodly num- 
ber of Puritans’ (with Presbyterian 
leanings) from a colony in which ‘‘the 
overwhelming majority of people re- 
mained loyal to the Anglican faith” on 
the grounds that Civil War was about 
to break in England and because ‘“‘re- 
lixious differences provided some of the 
most disruptive political issues of the 
day.”” The persecution of the Quakers, 
an even smaller minority, is justified 
on the grounds, among others, that “‘the 
Quaker at times defied public author- 
ity,” “‘refused an oath in a community 
possessed of fewer means for holding 
men to account than exist today,’ and 
that “‘his meetings, necessarily secretive, 
aroused suspicion.’’ At the same time 
he commends the limited tolerance, em- 
bodied shortly thereafter in Lord Balti- 
more’s celebrated ‘‘Act Concerning Re- 
ligion’”’ as an important milestone in the 
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history of America’s way of life. 

Tracing the development of self- 
government in Virginia, Professor 
Craven is careful to point out that by 
1660 ‘‘Virginia was well on the way to- 
ward acquiring a governing class, not 
one imported from England or any- 
where else, but a class produced by its 
own administrative needs with the aid 
of economic opportunities which were 
themselves too frequently related to the 
possession of political influence,’’ a sys- 
tem which he indicates had the strength 
to survive even Bacon’s rebellion and 
the years of change and discontent 
which followed, and with which this 
volume ends. 

This initial volume in what promises 
to be a notable series is truly a founda- 
tional one for understanding ‘‘The His- 
tory of the South.” 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


NO CERTAIN ANSWER. By Aubrey 
Toulmin Carney. Harper and Brothers, 
New York. 248 pages. $2.75. 

Anyone interested in what goes on in 
the minds of a little group of people 
sweating out the war at an isolated 
army air field in New Mexico will en- 
joy reading this book. It is written in 
beautiful, descriptive prose by a woman 
who at heart is at poet and a philoso- 
pher. Love plays its role in the story, 
but it is delightfully subdued to the 
philosophy of living—whether tragedy 
and good fortune just happen or if it is 
as Parris, the young pilot, says: ‘I kind 
of think there’s a pattern to . . . living. 
It might be fun to work it out.” Al- 
though from the start the reader begins 
to wonder at what point in the story 
the author will bring a chaplain in to 
help these lost souls solve the problem 
of frustration, illusion, and death for 
which they have ‘‘no certain answer.’’ 
The chaplain never arrives. 

GUS J. CRAVEN. 

Sherman, Texas. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of 
Religious Knowledge, Vol. 1. Samuel 
Macauley Jackson, Editor-in Chief. Baker 
Book House. $4.50. 

Education Limited. Gustav E. Mueller. 
University of Oklahoma Press. $2.75. 
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150 Photos and Maps. Size 44(x6x1 
An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY: with notes 
on every book in the Bible, Archaeological Discoveries, 
How We Got the Bible, and an Epitome of Church History. 
There is nothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Bible information 
Book OF a Lifetime...FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by Young and Old 

Especially valuable for S S Teachers and Bible Students 

Widely used in Colleges and Seminaries aa 
Highly commended by leading M and Mi s 

(Full particulars sent on request) 
764 pages. Cloth Binding. Only $2.00. 
Order from your Bookstore, or 
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Here Is New York. E. B. White. Harper. 
$1.00. 

The Gandhi Sutras—The Basic Teach- 
ings of Mahatma Gandhi. Arranged and 
with introduction and biographical sketch 
by D. S. Sarma. Devin-Adair Co. $2.50. 

Trustees of Creation. William L. Muncy, 
Jr. The Judson Press. 40 cents. 

Theodor Herzl, Oscar Benjamin Frankl. 
Storm Publishers, Inc. $2.50. 

You Can’t Win. Ernest ‘E. Blanche. 
Public Affiairs Press. $2.00. 

Reading the Bible at Home. Mrs. S. H. 
Askew. John Knox Press. $1.50. 

Hood: Cavalier General. Richard O’con- 


nor. Prentice-Hall. $4.00. 
The Individual and Society. Evan L 
Lewis. The Exposition Press. $3.00. 


One Man’s Testimony. Norman Goodall. 
Harper & Bros. $1.50. 

The Great Answer. Margaret Lee Run- 
beck. Houghton Mifflin. $2.50. 

Answer Without Ceasing. Margaret Lee 
Runbeck, Houghton Mifflin. $3.00. 

The College Anthology. Walter Blair 
and John C. Gerber. Scott, Foresman & Co. 
PAMPHLETS 

Christian Action in Society; The Bible 
and the Church’s Message; Evangelization 
of Modern Man in Mass Society. Ecumeni- 
cal inquiries published by the study de- 
partment of the World Council of 


Churches. 
“Nobody knows ..." By Gabriel De- 
Angelis. Foreword by Al Capp. Commit- 


tee Against Jim Crow in Military Service 
and Training. 25c each; less in quanti- 
ties. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

R. Wm. Jablonowski, Jr., Edinburg, 
Texas, has accepted a call to the Broad- 
way church, Ft. Worth, Texas. 

H. G. McDonell, Jr., High Springs, 
Fla., has accepted a call to begin a new 
work in Normandy Heights, Odessa, 
Texas, 

Harry L. Price, Marion, S. C., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Third church, Staun- 
ton, Va. 

J. David Simpson, Newton, Miss., has 
accepted a call to the Second church, 
Ft. Smith, Ark., effective February 1. 

J. F. Ligon, Iva, S. C., has become 
pastor of the McColl, S. C. church. 

H. Glenn Stephens, of the United 
Presbyterian church, Reynoldsburg, 
Ohio, has accepted a call to the South 
Frankfort, Ky., church, 

Seth A. Parker from Novato, Calif., to 
1720 Pacific Beach Drive, San Diego 9, 
Calif. 

Howard B. 
Neb., 
Ss. D. 

Joseph E. Fleming, Watertown, 
Tenn., has moved to Lynnville, Tenn., 
becoming superintendent of home mis- 
sions of Columbia Presbytery on Jan. 1. 








Osborne from Sidney, 
to 704 Fifth Street, Brookings, 


Fred W. Christie from Northfork, W. 
Va., to Route 5, Box 162-A, Charleston, 
W. Va. 

William Kerr McKinney from West- 
field, N. J., to Hotel Lake Alfred, Lake 
Alfred, Fla. 


CUMBERLAND LECTURES 

Andrew W. Blackwood, Princeton 
Seminary, will deliver the Johns Lec- 
tures (first in the series) at Bethel Col- 
lege, Tenn., Feb. 20-23. 


KAGAWA IN BRITISH ISLES 

Tokyo (RNS)—Toyohiko Kagawa, 
noted Japanese Christian leader, sailed 
from here for a six-months’ evangelistic 
tour of the British Isles. 

Prior to his departure, Dr. Kagawa 
said he hoped his visit would result 
in the coming of British missionaries 
to Japan’s miners and other laborers. 
This, he said, would be the realization 
of ‘‘my dream of large-scale evangelism 
among these classes of the Japanese 
people.”’ 

Dr. Kagawa said he also would visit 
Norway and hoped to help in the or- 
ganization of a missionary society whose 
members would one day travel to Japan. 

Dr. Kagawa hinted that, upon his re- 
turn, he would seek to carry out his 
‘heart’s desire’: going among the 
laborers and farmers ‘and starting the 
church’s work in the places where the 
Gospel has not been preached.” 


DEATH 


Moses Ralph Gibson, 61, Stanley, 
N. C., died December 4. Mr. Gibson 
was pastor of the Castanea church. He 
had been ill for two months. Mr. Gib- 
son was a product of the Associate Re 
formed Presbyterian church, entering 
the US ministry in 1930. He had been 
pastor at Stanley only since 1948, earlier 
pastorates being at Spindale, N. CG, 
1945-48, and at Marshville, N. C., 1949. 
45. 
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(1) What to do with your means? 
2) How to provide economie secur- 


ity for your wife and your chil- 


dren? 
Sem 


The way to spare your wife in- 


vestment perplexities and secur- 


ity bothers? 
semi ot 


Whether your estate will be dis- 


sipated in a declining market? 
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Your responsibility to care for 


your own and also do good for 


others? 


Gift Annuity Agreements Are the 


Answer to These Problems Because: 


(1) A cheek for an agreed amount will come regu- 


larly to your wife on specified dates for as long 


as she lives. 


The amounts she will receive 


will 


not be de- 


pendent on such variable factors as dividends 


declared upon stocks. 


The interest rate mutually agreed upon will re- 


main unchanged. 


You will care for your loved ones’ needs and 
also make it possible for your Chureh to make 


provision for others. 
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